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Timeline
1893 Club founded
1899 First Clubhouse erected
1933 James Braid alterations
1962 Re-constituted club
1963 New clubhouse erected

Course & Club History

The following text has been extracted from the clubs centenary booklet produced in 1993

Preface
This booklet summarises the past 100 years of Reay Village Golf Club. Inevitably, due to the time period involved and the amount of material available,
this account contains some suppositions and assumptions, but hopefully reflects the major events in the Club's history. Although a large and varied
number of items have been collected, only a fraction could be included, but I hope nevertheless that you will find something of interest within these
pages. Very little reference has been made to individuals as it would not be correct for me to assess the contribution made by any one person.
However, lists of members and prize winners have been included in order that people may recognise names, family ties or friends through the names of
the past members, prize winners and office bearers.

Evan Sutherland 
Reay, Caithness
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The Course
In the last two decades of the 19th century, Mr Thomas Pilkington took over
Sandside and some of the surrounding estates. Diverse sporting pursuits were
proving popular at the time, and the estates were used for this purpose. Every
summer, many of the, Pilkington family with sundry relations, as well as the
household servants, made the trip to Sandside. Shooting formed the major
pastime, however, the links lying between Sandside Bay and the road west from
Thurso clearly provided an ideal location for a golf course.

Compared with the course today, the links differed considerably both in layout and
condition. Reports indicate that the ground was much sandier, with less grass
cover. The course laid out by the Pilkington family consisted of twelve holes varied
in both length and design. The course itself is slightly older than the Club. This
knowledge is based upon the expertise with which some of the local people played
the game. When the first handicaps set for these players are examined, it indicates
that they had probably been playing some time before the Club was formally
created.

The course layout remained in much the same form until 1940 and the demise of
the Club. The one exception was a change in tee position of the current seventh
(Pilkington) which was then affectionately known as "Funkers Bunker" because of a
large sand trap en route to the green! The course was maintained by the family and
estate until the latter changed hands in the early 1930s, at which point the
Management Council was informed that these responsibilities would fall to the
Club. This task was taken on with great enthusiasm. The subscriptions were
increased dramatically although fundraising efforts did soften the blow somewhat.
The rise in subscription from 2/- to 5/- was the first since 1904. However it was
necessary in order that the Club could employ its first greenkeeper, albeit a part-
time post.

In 1899 a clubhouse was erected, almost certainly by George and Colin Mackay
who were carpenters for the Sandside estate and the Pilkington family. The building
resembled a pavilion, in the style of those found at cricket grounds, with two
distinct halves and a veranda at the front. The clubhouse was sited at the
start/finish of the course, which coincides with the area presently near the second
green. One half of the building was occupied by the Pilkington family and guests
and the other was kindly made available to the Club and its members. After the
closure of the Club in 1940, the clubhouse was used occasionally by the local
football club but it gradually fell into a state of disrepair and by all accounts was
finally swept away in the great gales of 1952.

According to records in 1897, based on a card left by Colonel Bogey, it was
decided to adopt a bogey score of 54 for the 12 holes (some reports record this as
50). This was in order to assist in a more consistent method of allocating handicaps to the playing membership. In 1926, the par score for 12 holes was
set at 46 (68 for 18). The 12 hole course covered some 3400 yards. For matches played over 18 holes, such as the Ulbster Cup, the total length
became 4900 yards. This was achieved by playing the first twelve and then holes one to three and ten to twelve.

The demise of the Club in 1940 was due to a rapidly declining membership, with an exodus of people from the area. For the final few years some
greenkeeping assistance was provided by the estate. After 1940 the course, which had retained the original layout, inevitably reverted to its natural
condition, despite the efforts of some local people to save at least a few holes.

In the 1950s the county witnessed a large influx of population due to the government's decision to develop fast reactor technology at Dounreay. Late in
that decade, the Taylor family who owned the Sandside estate, suggested to the Dounreay Sports and Social Club golf section that they might wish to
lease the right to play golf on the Reay links. This offer was accepted enthusiastically due in part to one member, Donald Carmichael (brother of the
pre-1940 vice-captain John). Donald had returned to Caithness and was keen to restore the course he had once played as a boy. By the early 1960s
the course had developed to such an extent that a public meeting was held to reconstitute the Reay Golf Club and to return its membership to their old
playing grounds - the Sandside links. The original course layout which was interesting, varied and attractive, could not be adhered to entirely as the
new course took shape. However, much of the original character was retained.

Mr. Alex Manson, the first Secretary

Formation of the Club
On the 27th December 1893 fifteen individuals met at the Reay Inn for the purpose of forming a golf
club. Those present were:

Mr. Donald Innes, Borlum 
Mr. Angus Mowison, Reay Inn 
Mr. Nicol MNicol, Factor, Sandside 
Mr. George Mackay, Carpenter, Sandside 
Mr. Andrew Grant , Forester, Sandside 
Mr. Colin Fraser Mackay, Carpenter, Sandside 
Mr. Findby Fraser, Labourer, Milton 
Mr. Donald Campbell, Crofter, Sandside 
Mr. John Mackay, Farmer, Milton 
Mr. Donald Sinclair, Carpenter, Sandside 
Mr. William Murray, Borlum Mi11 
Mr. Donald Murray, Reay village 
Mr. Rupert Mackay, Sandside 
Mr. Walter Ross, Farmer, Loanscorriebest 
Mr. Alex Manson, Sandside

From that meeting, the Reay Village Golf Club was formed. The first captain was Mr Donald Innes of
Borlum, a post he was to hold for several years Four council members were elected: Messrs. A.
Morrison, I N. MCNicol, C. Mackay and D. Campbell. Mr G. Mackay was elected treasurer and Mr A.
Manson secretary. Mr Thomas Pilkington was elected as president.

Since Reay Golf Club was re-established in 1962 the management committee has always been
known as the Reay Golf Club Council in preference to the term committee, thus maintaining the link with the original club which also used the term
council.
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Interestingly, one factor, other than time, which separates the two eras is the role adopted by the club secretary and to some extent the treasurer. In
modern club management the secretary, with the treasurer, form the hub of the management team. This applies particularly to the secretary's function
which in larger clubs has become a full time managerial post. However, in 1893 the secretary and treasurer took no part in the managerial decisions
which fell to the captain and his four council members alone. The secretary and treasurer were purely honorary servants of the Council, carrying out
instructions and maintaining records.

At that first meeting the main business was to decide the annual subscriptions which were set at 1/- and remained at that level until 1904 when the
fees were doubled. Until 1932 when the estate changed hands, the course management had been undertaken and financed by the Pilkington family
and Sandside estate. As a result the subscription was a very modest 2/-. After 1932, due to the changing circumstances, this figure was raised to 5/-
for playing and 2/- for non-playing members. These rates were still current in 1940.

Also on the agenda for the first meeting was the establishment of the rules for Reay Village Golf Club, which comprised the "Rules of the Club" and the
"Rules of the Game of Golf' as played on Sandside Links. Within the first document could be found the constitution of the Club including the name of
the Club, the duties of captain and council, the procedures for the settlement of any disputes and the calling of meetings. The rules of golf were very
similar to current regulations and contained supplementary, local rules for the Sandside links. These details, once confirmed and accepted at a
subsequent meeting, were set out in a booklet. Fifty copies were ordered from the Wick printing firm, Mr Peter Reid & Co. at a cost of £1 Is 6d and
distributed to the original membership.

Competition fixtures quickly became a focus of attention and a number of prizes were presented. Mr Angus Morrison presented a cup to be played for
in 1894, over three rounds. The captain offered a boll of meal and the President provided a turkey which were played for on New Year's Day. These
latter prizes were to be played for over two separate rounds with the winner of the first being penalised 5 strokes for the second! The donation of
prizes, together with many others presented by individuals and local businesses was to become a tradition for the New Year Day event. It was the first
competition played at the Club, which developed into one of the most popular annual fixtures, made possible by the rain absorbing sandy soil and
frost-free weather. It continued up to 1940, being also the last competition played by the old Club.

Reay Village Golf Club Membership list 1893 (office bearers not included):

Douglas Pilkington, Vice-president 
Master Alan Pilkington 
Mr John Mackay, Milton 
Mr Donald Murray, Reay 
Mr Rupert Mackay, Reay 
Mr Walter Ross, Loanscorriebest 
Mr George McDonald, Milton 
Mr Andrew Grant, Forester, Sandside 
Mr Donald Sinclair, Sandside 
Mr William Murray, Borlum Mill 
Mr James Forbes, Milton 
Rev. D.MacAulay, The Manse 
Mr George Sinclair, Sandside 
Mr Alex MDonald, Borlum 
Mr James Robert Sutherland 
Mr Findlay Fraser, Milton 
Mr Alex Sinclair, Achinabest 
Mr Robert MPherson, Fresgoe 
Miss Kitty Murray, Reay 
Mr John Henderson, Milton 
Mr William MacLeod, Reay 
Mr David MacNicol, Sandside

During that first year, membership rose to approximately thirty and was limited to persons living or working on the Pilkington estates. Visitors or as they
were more often termed, strangers, could play the course albeit on a limited basis. They were allowed to play for just one day, permission being gained
from the council of management!

In the 1930s, members were asked to pay for the privilege of taking strangers onto the course and this prompted a long-running argument as to the
definition of the term stranger. This was due to the relatively high visitors' fees, when compared to that for membership. Thus the cost of taking several
relatives (termed strangers nevertheless) on the course became prohibitive. After much deliberation and prevarication, a stranger was defined as
someone who had no connection with Reay. This created the necessary loophole for members who took visiting relatives to the course. In 1933 during
these discussions, the subscription was 5s and a day ticket 1s 6d. The only other option for a visitor was to purchase a membership for 7s 6d, which
was very expensive for relatives of members on a short stay or visit. It is therefore apparent why the dispute arose, and the fees may have been simply
a means of discouraging unwanted players or members as the Club and course were effectively run as a private establishment up until then.

Robert M'Pherson 2/- 
David Macleod 2/- 
Neil Mackay 2/- 
S. Macpherson 2/- 
Rup Mackay 2/- 
W.T: Cook 2/- 
G. Mackay 2/- 
Bruce Gunn 21- 
G. W. Mackay, Jnr 2/- 
A. Grant 2/- 
K. Sinclair 2/- 
F C. Macleod 2/- 
A. Sinclair 2/- 
A.S. Manson 2/- 
A. Sutherland 2 / - 
Arch. Killin 2/- 
R. Fyfe 2/- 
W. S. Macleod 21- 
David Stephen 2/- 
Wm Manson 2/- 
Wm Cox 2/- 
G. Ramsay 2/- 
G. T. Howard 21- 
John Mackay 2/- 
Malcolm Cameron 2 / - 
Wm Macleod 2/- 
Wm Martindale 2/-

The Membership list in 1907

The Club between 1893 and 1940



04/03/2018 Reay Golf Club - Classic Links Golf - A hidden gem in the far North of Scotland

http://www.reaygolfclub.co.uk/history.html 4/9

The Club routine changed little between 1893 and the transfer of ownership of the estate in 1931. Council met perhaps only four or five times each
year, with most decision making falling to the captain and council as required. These meetings dealt with the arrangement of fixtures including inter-
club matches of which there were several each year. Handicaps were also set once a year by the captain and council usually prior to the main
competition in September.

The arrangements for most club competitions (which were not always straight medal play as today) and inter-club matches took a great deal of time.
Despite the obvious difficulties of traveling in the early years of the Club, three or four inter-club matches were played each year. In the case of away
matches, the itinerary involved traveling on coaches, firstly from Strathy to Thurso and then to Dunnet or Wick.

For home matches, there was the expense of providing lunch or tea. The costs were not borne by the Club for although the Club settled the bill, the
total cost was recouped through each player contributing his share. It is interesting to see that some things do not change - as on a visit to Thurso at
Dunnet links the players were reminded that transportation would leave at 2.30 precisely, and anyone overstaying their welcome would have to make
other arrangements! It is unlikely that this would have happened, as time loses all relevance when socialising on such outings and as anyone who plays
in similar situations today knows, things have changed very little. There is an unconfirmed report of bicycles once being used for an away match at
Thurso. For those without such means of transport, a loan of a bicycle was secured from the Reay local volunteer force, stationed at the drill hall.
Obviously the force commander was a golfer!

To give some indication of costs, in 1896 the cost of a visit to Reay including refreshments (refreshments being interpreted in its loosest possible form)
for a visit from the Thurso and Wick teams was £1 15s and £1 8s respectively. Each Reay player contributed approximately two shillings which for
certain members would have been a large sum of money.

The handicaps were set annually before the most prestigious competition of the year - the Sandside Challenge Cup. Handicaps were determined by
selecting the best player or players for the year and handicapping everyone else with reference to that player.

After 1900, Colonel Bogey's score of 54 for 12 holes was adopted as a standard and everyone was handicapped against that score. The lowest score
for the twelve holes was 46 recorded by Mr Willie Smith from Carnoustie who was employed by the Pilkington family as professional for a number of
seasons.

The membership rose steadily from 30 in 1893 to 60 in 1920. A sharp increase then followed and by 1925 the membership stood at approximately 100
before slowly falling back to 50 in 1940, at which time there was quite a large boys' section.

After the estate's change of ownership in 1931, the onus for maintenance of the course was transferred to the Club. This was a considerable burden
upon the Club's finances and as mentioned previously prompted an increase from 2/- to 5/- in the fees. This might have been much greater had it not
been for the resourceful fund raising of the members through sales, suppers and dances. This led to the appointment of the Club's first employee,
John MacLeod as part-time greenkeeper, a post held later in the 30s by Robert Stephen.

In 1935 the Boys’ Section was formed and this proved very popular, with many competitions being established. One of the first competitions followed
the format of the men's New Year Day Competition. The prizewinners were as follows:

Sat. 14th Sept. 1935 2.00 pm

1. Colin Mackay 92Watch
2. John Mackay 94Watch
3. Finlay MCPherson 96Four golf balls
4. Sandy Morrison 101Shirt and tie
5. Hugh Mackay 111Jersey (special)
6. John Forbes 122Shirt / knife
7. W.MacLeod 97Stockings and braces
8. Harry Mackay 140Jersey
9. Billy Simpson 149Jersey
10. Stewart Simpson 176Shirt and tie

The annual general meeting was usually held in December and apart from the election of office bearers, the main point of interest was the balance
sheet. In 1896, the total expenditure was £1 4s 8½ d which included 4s 6d for scorecards, 4s 6d for medals, 1s 6d for flags and 3s 6d for stamps and
telegrams. The total income was £3 1s which included a donation of one guinea and 10s carried over from the previous year which with £l 10s
membership left a surplus for the year of £l 16s 3½d. The balance of £12 6s 8½d in 1912 was regarded as very satisfactory, so much so that it was
proposed that £2 be set aside as a prize. The proposal was unanimously accepted and the prize was played for shortly after. Many would like to see
that treasurer return, I'm sure!

Much was rightly made of the excellent service rendered to the Club by Alex Manson who was secretary from 1893 to 1938. Failing health forced him
to remind council at the 1937 meeting for electing officials that his post was up for re- election. However, the post was unchallenged and he remained,
eventually resigning the post in April 1938, shortly before his death. He was an outstanding servant of the Club and worthy of the many tributes paid to
him on his death.

The captain's post seemed to attract similarly lengthy service and between 1893 and 1940 there were just five captains:

Donald Innes 1893-1900
Capt F.S.Cook 1900-1926
Tom Bain 1926-1929
David MacLeod 1929
Alan Pilkington 1930-1940

Throughout the Club's history there was two interruptions to play. The first was the Great War of 1914-18. No meetings or competitions were held
during this period and unfortunately some Club members returned carrying the scars of that conflict. The second interruption was between 1940 and
1962.

In 1933, James Braid visited the Thurso course at Dunnet. He was invited to visit Reay so that he might suggest how the course could be extended to
18 holes. He walked the course and surrounding land with the vice-captain John Carmichael and suggested sites for tees, including Keoltag. His
suggestions were conveyed to the Club in a two page letter, reproduced below:

Walton Heath Golf Club, 
Tadworth, Surrey. 

17th Jany. 1933

D.B. Keith, Esq., 
Sandside Estate Office 
THURSO
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Sir,

Reay Golf Links

Having been invited by you to report etc. on the above Links I visited there on the 12th inst., and consider the Course
very interesting and full of variety. Of course it is on the short side but practically each hole is different in character. The
Putting Greens were not too good and should be well manured, the turf being rather thin and mossy.

I looked over the extra pieces of ground available for extension and recommend the part across main road in middle of
Course, the other near Pavilion is in part quite featureless and part would be very costly to bring into playing condition.
Six good holes can be made on the new land and magnificent views are obtained from the Tee at the Old Fort. Slightly
more mowing will be required on this part than on the present holes so that the cost of upkeep must be kept in mind
before deciding on extension – I should say one extra man would be required. The present Course can be considerably
lengthened at very little cost.

Dealing with each hole separately I advise as follows:-

No. 1 A new Tee might be constructed on left of Pavilion – this brings extra hazard into play. 
No. 2 Construct new Tee, 36 yds. further back. 
Extend Green to edge of bank, which will make second shot more interesting. 
No. 3 Constct new Tee on high ground on right - this brings hole into full view. 
No. 4 Extend Tee to the right bringing hill in front more into play. 
No. 5 Construct new Tee on right, 90 yds. back. Cut bent on left where small part has already been cut, and leave bent
farther on for second shot to carry over. Construct a bunker on right front corner of Green. 
No.6 Construct new Green where marked, about 80 yds. farther on. 
No. 7 Construct Tee at corner of buildings behind present 6th Green. Construct new Green over bunkers year road,
guide post required. 
No. 8 In new ground. Construct Tee. Construct Green etc. 
No. 9 Construct Tee. Construct bunkers and Green etc. 
No. 10 Construct Tee. Construct bunkers. Construct Green, natural contour 
No. 11 Construct Tee. Construct Green etc. 
No. 12 Construct Tee. Construct Green etc. 
No. 13 Construct Tee facing to right. Construct bunkers and Green etc. 
No. 14 Construct Tee. Prepare extra fairway. Alter shape of Green so that it is approached from the left. 
No. 15 Construct new Tee. 
No. 16 If another Green were constructed nearer to cemetery the following hole could be made longer, only mowing and
a few bunkers required. 
No. 17 Construct new Tee if previous hole be altered as recommended Construct new Green more to right in slight
depression, this would bring a number of small bunkers into play. 
No. 18 Construct a bunker on right front of Green, also one on right back corner of Green and one on left of Green.

There is a good deal of blown sand over the Course at different parts, and this could be considerably curtailed if a
number of wattle-hurdles were put in the worst places during the winter months.

Yours faithfully

(Signed) JAS. BRAID
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Funkers Bunker
The old course's most famous hole was affectionately known as Funkers Bunker. The third hole on the old course was very similar to what is the
seventh today - a large, sandy bunker and a burn guarding the green. It was such a difficult hole that much was written about it.

These are two excerpts from a book by one of the first greenkeepers, Robert Stephen, which he named Records and Rhymes.

The short third hole, which required a confident stroke over the Reay Burn, often ruined many a good round, and witnessed the humiliation of many a
luckless player, as he watched his ball come "stotting" back into the burn for the second or third time, while the next couple waited impatiently on the
tee behind him. It was aptly named "Funker Bunker".

There was a young man of Sandside, 
Who viewed Funker Bunker with pride. 
As he drove from the tee 
Said he'd do it in three 
But he hadn't holed out when he died!

The Ladies Section
In 1934 Mrs Taylor, wife of the then owner of the Sandside Estate, presented the Club with the Sandside Ladies Challenge Cup and this provided the
catalyst in forming a Ladies' Section. As with the gentleman's cup, the Council sat to determine ladies' handicaps for this event. After setting the first
handicaps, the council at that time (comprised entirely of men) suggested that the ladies should form their own section within the Club. Thus the first
Ladies' Committee was duly elected. Miss Sutherland, the local schoolteacher and Secretary of the committee, was the very first winner of the
Sandside Ladies Challenge Cup. The full committee was:

Miss. L. Sutherland 
Mrs Bain 
Miss P. McLean 
Miss. J. McLean 
Mrs Camichael 
Mrs Taylor 
Miss Ramsay 
Miss Henderson 
Miss McIvor

The Challenge Cup, sometimes referred to as the Reay Cup, has in more recent times become the Ladies Club Championship Trophy. In fact, Miss
Sutherland won the Cup three times in the first four years, interrupted only by Mrs Jean Mackay who won it in 1935. Miss Jessie McLean won the
trophy in 1939.

On Thursday, 14th June 1962, the current Ladies' Section was reconstituted at a public meeting held in the Victoria Hall, Reay. Mrs Taylor of Sandside
chaired the meeting and was subsequently appointed President, an office she held until her death in 1985. The other office bearers and committee
members were:

Mrs L. Hamilton, Captain 
Mrs A. Imlach, Vice-captain 
Mrs N. MacKenzie, Secretary 
Mrs R. MacKenzie, Treasurer 
Mrs J Mackay, Reay District Representative 
Mrs Amstrong, Thurso District Representative

During this meeting it was decided to hold the first competition on 16th June. As this was only two days after the public meeting, there would be no
time to play for a handicap beforehand, therefore all members were allowed to play off a 36 handicap, a situation some might wish to see return!

Fund-raising was always an important aspect of the Ladies' Section. This was particularly vital during the 1930s and the early years of the reformation
of the Club when funds were limited. Many forms of fund-raising were employed; including jumble sales, coffee mornings, sales of work and whist
drives.
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Since 1964, this money has traditionally been donated by the Ladies for the improvement of the clubhouse facilities and to support the tuition of the
younger members of our Club. The Ladies' Section continues to flourish. In addition to the organisation of their own weekly competitions, they also
take responsibility for the running of the mixed events and the midnight celebration played as near as possible to the longest day. The ladies'
committee also provides three members of council. These are the only members not elected to the council and ensure a link between the ladies
committee and the Golf Club Council.

The Ladies' Section did have a notable member during 1972-73. Playing at that time was Mrs Garth Morrison (Gillian Cheetham) who was an English
International captaining the side between 1969 and 1970.

Competitions 1893-1940
There were few straight one round medal competitions except for the occasional sweepstake and monthly ball. There were also some obscure
challenges such as the Long Driving Contest and the Married Men vs. The Singles contest which always seemed to end in a win for the single men
from which you may draw your own conclusions!

It became standard practice for many of the competitions, including the major cups and trophies, that a player kept the trophy if he won the
competition for a third time. Many items were bought for this purpose, including clocks and barometers. One benefactor, Mr George Sutherland of
Edinburgh, often sent money which would be used to purchase golf balls which were subsequently played for.

Prior to 1940, there were numerous competitions, offering considerable variety. The Long Driving Competition is interesting in that if one assumes the
ability of the golfer has remained much the same, then any difference in lengths achieved in these competitions must be due in great part to
improvements in the equipment. The competitors each had three drives which must stay within a 30 yard corridor and the average taken. In 1920, Alex
Grant averaged 165 yards whereas in 1925 the winner achieved 180 yards. The longest drive recorded in the 1925 competition was 201 yards by John
Carmichael. It would seem therefore that the equipment may have accounted for the extra yardage. Taking this into consideration, it would seem that
improvements in equipment and the ball meant gains of 20 yds between 1920 and 1925 and much more between 1925 and today.

The Morrison Cup was established in the first year of the Club and was played over three medal rounds during the summer months.

The Monthly Ball was also a medal play competition and at the end of the season the winner from each months' competition entered another round for
the Monthly Ball Winner's Medal.

The Monthly Medal was awarded to the best aggregate score over all the monthly medal rounds played. Only one medal was awarded over the year
due no doubt to the cost. The medal of silver cost between 4s 6d and 7s 6d. This must have made for interesting tactics if the first round score was
very good.

In the 1920s the Miss Innes Prize was initiated following a donation from Miss Innes of Aberdeen. The money donated each year was used to buy golf
balls which were played for under medal conditions.

The Captain's Prize initiated by the second captain, Capt.F.S.Cook, was a money prize played for in a knockout matchplay format similar to today's
Matchplay Quaich. The prize money of one guinea was distributed in sums of 10s 6d, 6s and 4s 6d!

The Hugh Mackay Memorial Prize was one of the earliest competitions. In 1895 Mr Cook from Edinburgh presented the Club
with a set of golf clubs to be played for each year. The competition comprised three medal rounds and ultimately the clubs were
shared between the winner and the second and third competitors. One condition stipulated that no former winner could claim
the prize a second time, although this did not deter them from playing! The prize was named after Hugh Mackay, a village
resident, who was obviously highly regarded by the first committee. Mr Cook's generosity was recognised a year later when he
was offered honorary membership of the Club.

The Banks Medal was donated to the Club in 1905 by Dr Banks of Wick. It was played for in one round of medal play and the
first winner was Mr William MacLeod. It is a beautifully crafted trophy and has been reinstated as a Club competition. The first
winner of the reinstated trophy was James Henderson (Birdie), great nephew of Alex Henderson (Sandy) who was the victor in
1940 when the Medal was last played for, some 50 years before.

The two major Club competitions were both played on public holidays. The New Year Day
Competition began in 1894 and had a format all its own. The President always donated a
turkey, and the Innes family a boll of meal. All other prizes were donated by Club members or
local businesses. The prizes were laid out on a table and after one medal round the winner
having first choice, this continued in order of scoring until all the prizes were claimed. It was a
very popular competition, the one with which players from the pre-1940 era associate. During
the 1920s when the number of competitors was very large, the boll of meal was split into two
half-bolls and many Thurso businesses donated prizes at that time.

The Sandside Challenge Cup was played for on the only other holiday - the first Monday in
September. It consisted of two medal rounds of 12 holes, each winner receiving a silver medal
with the cup. Between rounds the Club's council provided refreshments including bottled
beer, lemonade and biscuits. The trophy was a solid silver cup presented to the Club by
Thomas Pilkington. It was stipulated that anyone winning the cup three times would retain the
trophy and in 1902, Alex Grant the estate forester secured it outright.

A duplicate was purchased in 1903 and it was decided that similar multiple victories would not in future confer
ownership. A panel was engraved on the new trophy listing the winners of the first cup. The second cup was played
for until 1938. When the cup could not be found on the re-formation of the Club, Mr Donald Carmichael secured a
new cup from the Pilkington family named the Pilkington Cup. It was the express wish of Mr Pilkington that should the
original trophy be found, it should not be played for but left in its original state. The Sandside Cup has now been
located and returned to the Club.

Sandside Challenge Cup Winners:

First Cup 
1894 T. D. Pilkington 
1895 R. S. Mackay 
1896 A. Grant 
1897 A. Grant 
1898 A. Sinclair 
1899 A. D. Pilkington 
1900 No competition 
1901 A.Sinclair 
1902 A.Grant

Second Cup 
1903 John Murray 
1904 W. J. Manson 
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Alex Sinclair 1898 
Youngest winner of the Sandside Cup

 

 

Alex Grant 
Sandside Cup winner 

1896, 1897 & 1902

1905 F. S. Cook 
1906 A. S. Manson 
1907 W. J .Manson 
1908 B. Gunn 
1909 T. Pilkington 
1910 R.A MacPherson 
1911 G. Mackay Jnr 
1912 T. Pilkington 
1913 J. W. Burns 
1914-1918 No competitions 
1919 A. D. Pilkington 
1920 J. W. Burns 
1921 G. Mackay Jnr 
1922 R. S. Mackay 
1923 L. R. Percival 
1924 G. Davidson 
1925 T. W. D. Percival 
1926 T. W. D. Percival 
1927 W. Henderson 
1928 J. Carrnichael 
1929 W. Henderson 
1930 D. Henderson 
1931 A. Henderson 
1932 W. Henderson 
1933 A. Henderson 
1934 A. Henderson 
1935 W .Macleod Jnr 
1936 A. Henderson 
1937 J. Carmichael 
1938 R. Stephen

Inter-Club Competitions
When it came to matches against other clubs, Reay were not very successful in the first seasons' fixtures. In the first matches of 1896 Thurso beat
them by an accumulated 55 holes and three matches against Wick ended in defeat although Reay soon began to find success. The major county and
region trophies, pre-1940, were the Wilson and Ulbster Cups. The Wilson Cup covered all clubs in Caithness, Orkney and Shetland and never came to
Reay during those years. The Caithness clubs competed for the Ulbster Cup and Reay won it on two occasions, in 1931 and 1938, the teams being:

1931: J. Carmichael; D. Carmichael; W. Henderson; D. Henderson 
1938: J. Ramsay; A. Finney; A. Henderson; R. Steven

In the late 1950s, Dounreay Sports and Social Club Golf Section accepted an invitation from Sandside Estates to lease the links for the purpose of
playing golf. Their diligent work over the next few years saw the emergence of a 9 hole course in the style of its 1940's predecessor. In 1962 it was felt
that the course had developed sufficiently to return Reay Golf Club to the links where it began.

On 10th May 1962 the inaugural meeting of the re-constituted Reay Golf Club took place in the Drill Hall, Reay under the chairmanship of Mr D. M.
Carmichael. A draft constitution was approved and subscriptions set. Mr A. D. Pilkington and Mrs H. H. Taylor were elected president and vice-
president respectively. Mr Donald Carmichael, who as a boy and young man had played his golf on the links prior to 1940, was confirmed as captain.

As a gesture of good will and support for the Club, the Golf Section of the Dounreay Sports and Social Club transferred three-quarters of their assets,
some £63 12s, their clubhouse and tractor, to the newly formed Reay Golf Club. This was the start of a very close working relationship between Reay
Golf Club and Dounreay. Possibly without this support, the Club would have struggled to survive.

As happened in 1932, the Club again found itself in the position of having to maintain the Sandside links course and it became necessary to employ a
part-time greenkeeper. From then until 1966 the course was gradually built up and 14 holes were completed by the time our present greenkeeper, Ian
Mowat, took up a part-time position with the Club. Ian, along with. the army of volunteers who unselfishly gave of their time, then brought the course to
completion.

In 1963 the Club acquired a new clubhouse at a cost of £555, plus an additional £46 for the supply of electricity. In the next year, the new clubhouse
was opened and a bar licence obtained, thus completing the 19 holes. Sunday morning golf was also introduced, having sought permission from the
estate and local minister.

The years between 1972 and 1975 saw the completion and extension of the clubhouse and the provision of a car park and greens irrigation system,
accomplished by an increase in the Club's borrowing. During these years the contribution of voluntary assistance cannot be underestimated. In
addition to undertaking bar duties, all aspects of course and machine maintenance fell to volunteers.

The Ladies' Section continues to raise funds for the Club and undertook the catering for many functions. Assistance from volunteers, often council
members, was provided up until 1979 when the improving financial status of the Club allowed the employment of our bar stewardess Lorna Mowat and
at first one, and now two full-time greenkeepers. A further extension to the clubhouse has also proven feasible, as has lunch time opening on
weekdays during the summer.

The present owner of Sandside is Mr Geoffrey Minter who purchased the estate in 1990. He has subsequently made Sandside his home, and as a
golfer takes a keen interest in the course.

The membership is now slowly increasing with 366 golfing members in 1992. 1993 figures suggest this trend continues. As the Club enters more
prosperous times, we should remember the individuals who for the first few years after 1962 struggled to ensure that Reay Golf Club , returned to the
Sandside Links.

Apart from the team events, one person has been honoured by the Club for his golfing achievements. In the early 1970s Mr Duncan McLeod was
presented with a salver commemorating his wins in all the Caithness open events, including the Navcomsta Open and the County Championship
together with a win in Orkney. The Club presented the gift as a token of thanks for such a good ambassador of the Reay Club.

Dedication
As Reay Golf Club celebrates its foundation one hundred years ago, this catalogue of facts will hopefully have given an insight into its history.

The contribution made by Thomas Pilkington, his family and estate cannot be underestimated. It provided stability for the first forty years of the Club.
Nor should we forget the contribution made by the membership post-1932 who through enthusiastic fund raising, and despite the added burden of
course maintenance, managed to keep subscriptions at a level within the means of all.

Although between 1940 and 1958 the golf course slowly declined and the links became a site for other pursuits, from time to time there were those
who recut some holes so that it might retain some of its former glory.
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The efforts of the Dounreay Sports and Social Club
golf section, their employer (the Atomic Energy
Authoity), Mr Donald Carmichael and the many
individuals who slowly reclaimed the links for its
rightful purpose should also be recognised. They
provided the reconstituted Club with a firm base from
which to grow and although done outside the Club,
they are owed a debt of gratitude.

To the many Council members, lady members and
volunteers who between 1962 and the early 1970s
not only endeavoured to maintain what they had but
built the course and Club into what we have today.
These times were extremely hard, economically, and
their efforts in fund raising, maintenance of
machinery and course building was more than could
be reasonably asked. To the few who at that time
became personal guarantors for the Club's major
financial commitments - we thank you.

And so, to all those men and women, both pre and
post-1940, who through managerial skills, fund
raising efforts and labour made the golf course what
it is today and the clubhouse a place of welcome. This volume is yours, with my thanks for your efforts.

Evan Sutherland


